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Year 6 Class Newsletter 
Summer term one   

MRS PORTER OCTOBER 2018  
Dear Parents/Carers, 

  
It is hard to believe that it is Summer term 1 already! 

This year is going by so fast. 
 

In Year 6, we have been very busy working hard 
preparing for our SATS tests. These tests will be 

undertaken the week commencing Monday 8th May 
2023. Due to the Bank Holiday, the tests will now take 

place Tuesdau to Friday.  It is important that no children 
have time off during this week. Additionally, our time in 

class leading up to this date will be important in 
preparing the children for these assessments. It is 

therefore important that time absent from school is 
minimised – any holidays will not be authorised.    

 
This newsletter will inform you of our curriculum for 

this upcoming term.  
Mrs Porter 

 
 

Summer term P.E 
Now that it is the summer term, swimming can resume! 
Year 6 will be swimming on a Thursday morning. Please 
ensure that your child has a swimming costume, 
swimming hat and towel on this day. As we are now 
doing swimming as one of our PE sessions, children will 
now only need to wear PE kit on a Wednesday for our 
session with Elite Sports. Swimming is replacing our 
usual Tuesday PE throughout the summer terms.  
 
 
 

Reading for Pleasure 
Our class reading books for this half-term are going to be Journey to Jo'burg by 

Beverley Naidoo and The Fastest Boy in the World by Elizabeth Laird.  
 

Journey to Jo'burg  is a bestselling classic set in South Africa during the 
apartheid era, in which two siblings must face the dangers of their divided 

country.  Mma lives and works in Johannesburg, far from the village thirteen-
year-old Naledi and her younger brother, Tiro, call home. When their baby 

sister suddenly becomes very sick, Naledi and Tiro know that they need to bring 
their mother back in order to save their sister's life. Bravely, secretly, they set 

off on the long journey to the big city to find Mma. It isn't until they finally 
reach Jo'burg that they see up close what life is like for black citizens across 
South Africa--and begin to really question the unfair and dangerous laws of 

apartheid. 
 

The Fastest Boy in the World is about eleven-year-old Solomon, who loves to 
run. The great athletes of the Ethiopian national team are his heroes and he 

dreams that one day he will be a gold-medal-winning athlete like them, in spite 
of his ragged shorts and bare feet. When his grandfather announces that he's 

going to take Solomon to Addis Ababa, Solomon cannot believe his ears. A trip 
to the capital? It's unfathomable. Solomon's joy is increased when he realizes 

that the Ethiopian running team will be doing a victory parade through the city 
that day. Maybe he'll get a glimpse of Haile Gebrselassie or Derartu Tulu?! But 
Solomon's grandfather has other plans. As Solomon follows him through the 

big, overwhelming streets, he learns something he cannot believe. The strict old 
man is a war hero who once risked his life to save a friend and has been in 

hiding ever since. When grandfather collapses, Solomon knows that getting 
help from his village is up to him. It's a twenty-mile run from the city to home, 
and grandfather's life hangs in the balance. Can the small bare-footed runner 

with the big heart do it? 
 
 
 

Homework Reminder 
Homework is important to consolidate the 
children’s learning and also to prepare them for 
secondary school. As a reminder, spellings are 
issued on a Monday and tested on the following 
Monday. There will also be one piece of homework, 
either Maths, English or a foundation subject, set 
every Friday to be returned the following 
Wednesday. 
Reading is checked each week also, to see if the 
children have read 4 times the week prior. They 
should also be completing their scrapbooks. I would 
appreciate your support and co-operation with this. 
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PE 
The children will be taught swimming by Mrs Rous, and 

will be doing rounders with our sports coach, Miss 
King.  

 

 
 

DT –  Digital world: Navigating the world 
The children will design and program a navigation tool to produce a 

multifunctional device for trekkers using CAD 3D modelling 
software. They will pitch and explain the product to a guest panel. 

 

 
 

Geography – Africa  
In this unit, pupils will be introduced to the African continent and will 

begin by looking at the diversity of the continent. Pupils will locate 
physical geographical features of the continent such as the coastlines, 

the equator, the Atlas Mountains, Mount Kilimanjaro and the Sahel 
region. They will know that Africa is rich in minerals and resources.  

This unit will introduce children to ancient African civilisations. They 
will look at the geography of ancient African trade and will encounter 

Mansa Musa, thought to be the richest man who ever lived.  
Moving to modern day Africa, pupils will study two major issues facing 

the continent today. Firstly, pupils will study desertification and its 
impact on farming. They will learn about efforts to counteract this 

process, for example the great green wall project. Secondly, pupils will 
look at the issue of food security. They will understand the 

relationship between agriculture, weather and climate. They will look 
at Madagascar and how climate, political situations and poverty result 

in dangerous levels of food insecurity for people living there. Pupils 
will then look at the country of Kenya and will study the 2020 locust 
infestations that threatened crops and livelihoods. Pupils will read 

articles about this issue and will reflect upon their understanding of 
food security.  

 

 
 

History - The Cold War  
The unit begins by recapping on essential prior 

knowledge acquired from the ‘World War II’ unit, 
focusing on the relationship between the USA and the 
Soviet Union in the 1940s. The children will learn that 

the Cold War was a period of tension led by the 
capitalist superpower, the USA, and the communist 

superpower, the USSR. Building on their 
understanding of global allies, the children will learn 
that the USA and its allies were concerned about the 

spread of communism and wanted to issue a policy of 
‘containment’ (protectionism). In contrast, the USSR 

were operating a policy of ‘expansion’ (expansionism).  
Children will learn that the superpowers never 

officially went to war; instead, the war was fought 
through ‘proxy wars’ – with each superpower 

supporting opposing sides. Children will also learn that 
the USA and USSR competed to develop and stockpile 

the most dangerous nuclear weapons, this became 
known as the ‘arms race’. They will learn that in 1962 

the world came close to a nuclear war during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis.  

As well as competing for weapons, the superpowers 
competed to show the world they had the greatest 
technology and scientific discovery. In 1955, both 

sides were competing to launch satellites into space. 
The Soviets were the first to successfully put the first 
satellite into orbit- Sputnik 1- in 1957. They also put 

the first man in space- Yuri Gagarin, in 1961 (and later 
in 1963, the first women in space- Valentina 

Tereshkova). In 1961, America declared that they 
wanted to be the first to put the man on the moon. 
During the 1960s, both sides competed to do this. In 

1969, the US Apollo 11 astronauts landed on the 
moon. Neil Armstrong was the first man to step on the 

moon, and famously said, ‘one step for a man, one 
giant leap for mankind’. 

The children will end this unit by looking in more 
depth at the ‘Proxy Wars’ - meaning that they joined 

opposing sides of wars being fought in other countries 
– thinking about why the USA and USSR got involved 
in proxy wars encouraging the pupils to think about 

the concepts of protectionism (containment) and 
expansionism. The pupils will learn about the Korean 
War, Vietnam War, Yom Kippur War and the Soviet 

Afghanistan.  
 

 
 

Science - Reproduction  
This unit begins with a practical task to set up an investigation into 

asexual reproduction in plants. Pupils will observe a potato, ginger and 
garlic over the course of this unit to look for growth. Pupils will learn 

that some plants reproduce asexually, not requiring a male and 
female, but reproducing by copying itself. In the second lesson, pupils 

will dissect a flower, reinforcing knowledge of flowering plants and 
their reproductive organs. They will work scientifically to identify, 

remove and observe the sepal, stamen, pistil and pollen. In the third 
lesson, pupils will continue to work scientifically as they dissect fruit 

looking for three parts of the fruit; the exocarp (skin), mesocarp (flesh) 
and endocarp (seed covering). They will build on their understanding 
of seed dispersal from Year 2 Plants and will learn that the fruit is an 

important part of reproduction for many plants.  
Moving on to reproduction in animals, they will learn about internal 
and external fertilisation and will understand that different animals 

reproduce in different ways. They will learn that external fertilisation 
has a much higher mortality rate, therefore animals that use external 
fertilisation, e.g. fish, produce many more young than those who use 
internal fertilisation e.g. humans. Pupils will build on this knowledge 
and look at growth stages of animals. Pupils will learn that animals 

care for their young in different ways and that offspring vary hugely in 
their ability to be independent when they are born.  
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PSHE – Relationships  
The children will learn that it is important to take care of their 
mental health and how to do this. They will understand that 
there are different stages of grief and that there are different 
types of loss that cause people to grieve. They will recognise 

when people are trying to gain power or control and will learn to 
judge whether something online is safe and helpful for them. 
They will learn how to use technology positively and safely to 

communicate with friends and family.  
 

 
 

Music – Music And Me 
This is a six-week unit of work created to embed and normalise 
the important and inspirational role women have in the music 
industry. The children will learn about and understand some of 

the ways that inspirational women in the music industry express 
their own identity in the music they create and perform. Children 

will then create their own music, inspired by their own identity 
and the four featured artists.  

 

 
 

Computing – Data handling 2: Big Data 2 
By the end of the unit, children will be able to: 

- Recognise that data can become corrupted within a 
network and that data sent in packets is more robust, 

as well as identify the need to update devices and 
software. 

- Recognise differences between mobile data and WiFi 
and use a spreadsheet to compare and identify high-

use data activities and low-use data activities. 
- Make links between the Internet of Things and Big 

Data and give a basic example of how data 
analysis/analytics can lead to improvement in town 

planning. 
- Explain ways that Big Data or IoT principles could be 

used to solve a problem or improve efficiency within 
the school and prepare a presentation about their 

idea, considering the privacy of some data. 
- Present their ideas about how Big Data/IoT can 

improve the school and provide feedback to others 
on their presentations. 

 

 
 

Languages - Les Vikings (The Vikings) 
In this unit the pupils will learn how to: 

- Name in French, the key periods in ancient Britain, in 
chronological order. 

- Describe themselves physically by pretending to be a 
member of a fictitious Viking family. 

-  Use more exciting adjectives in their sentences, 
becoming increasingly more confident and accurate 

using correct adjectival agreement. 
- Use two irregular high frequency verbs ‘être’ (to be) 

and ‘avoir’ (to have) more fluently. 
- Describe their typical daily routine as either/both a 

Viking man and/or Viking woman using 1st person 
singular (I...), with an opportunity to move to third 

person singular. 
- Recognise and start to understand commonly used 

reflexive verbs and pronouns. 
 

 
 

RE - Life Journey (Hinduism) 
Whilst exploring Hinduism, the children will learn about 

Samskaras (rites of passage that mark the move from one phase 
of life to the next). They will focus on the key features of each 
and the ways in which they connect to beliefs about Brahman, 
atman, samsara, dharma and karma. Additionally, the children 

will explore Judaism to allow for comparison.  
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Art - Impressionism and Post Impressionism  
This unit introduces the impressionists through the work of 

Monet, exploring how they broke from the norm by painting 
outside (en plein air), using rapid brushwork and painting 

landscapes showing the transient effects of the weather. By 
looking at the work of Renoir the children learn how the 

impressionists used developing scientific knowledge to inform 
the way they painted. They look at paintings by Renoir and 

Degas to explore how the impressionists were concerned with 
painting everyday life, rather than grand portraits or historical 
subjects. They look at the work of Cassatt who painted many 

pictures of domestic scenes of women and children, influenced 
by Japanese wood-cuts. In response to this the children paint en 
plein air, practise using broken brushstrokes and draw modern 

café scenes.  
The children then look at work of three important artists, seen as 

post-impressionists: Cezanne, Van Gogh and Gauguin. Study of 
the work of Cezanne, considered by some to be the ‘father’ of 

modern art, focusses on his distinctive brushwork seen in 
paintings of Mont Sainte-Victoire which he painted many times. 

The children replicate his patchy brushwork using collage to 
create their own picture of the mountain. Finally, the children 

explore how Van Gogh painted from nature and used colour and 
brushwork to express and convey emotions, whilst Gauguin used 

intense light and colour in his paintings but rejected painting 
from nature and used his imagination instead.  

 

 
 


